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Dr. Robertson also commented on several issues being further 
studied in the lake/tributaries including internal loading of 
phosphorus into the lake from nutrient-rich lake/tributary 
sediments, the transfer of nutrients into the lake via  
duckweed/filamentous algae from Silver Creek, and ongoing 
questions about the potential impacts to the lake’s nutrient  
cycling caused by winters that are ice-free or have very few 
days of full ice coverage.

While the water quality data remains positive, as in the past 
2 years, Dr. Robertson reiterated that the results relate heavily 
to multiple years of low precipitation & reduced runoff into 
the lake. He restated the need for the GLSD and our lake man-
agement partners to continue to develop and assist in funding 
projects in the watershed to limit nonpoint source runoff.

In the second half of the meeting, Eddie Heath of Onterra 
Consulting provided an update on the final draft of the Green 
Lake Aquatic Plant Management (APM) Plan. The APM Plan 
is a comprehensive document that incorporates a wealth of 
information including the full lake survey of aquatic plants 
(which was completed in 2023), Onterra’s conclusions from the 
study (regarding the health of the lake’s plant community), and 
input provided by partner organizations, lakeshore landowners, 
and the general public. Utilizing all this information, Onterra 

has crafted a management 
plan that is as flexible as 
possible to support our 
GLSD Aquatic Plant  
Harvesting program  
while juggling what the 
State Code allows/limits, 
what the DNR will likely  
approve, and what meets 
as many of our lake  
community’s goals as  
possible. Thank you to the Green Lake Association for coordi-
nating the APM Plan update as well as funding the project in 
conjunction with the DNR.  Thank you also to those who re-
sponded to the landowner survey and provided public comment.
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Norwegian Bay Conservancy Boardwalk, Summer, 2024.

On May 6th, Dr. Dale Robertson of the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), presented the annual “State of the Lake” to the GLSD Board 
of Commissioners, several members of the GLA staff and Board of Directors, as well as the Lake Management Planning (LMP) Team 
and members of the public. The focus of this annual presentation was for Dr. Robertson to provide an overview of the nutrient loading 
(specifically phosphorus) into the lake from the watershed as well as recap lake sampling results from 2024. As in 2022 and 2023, 
Dale stated that recent water quality improvements are related heavily to the previous years’ drought. This translated into in-lake 
phosphorus levels remaining low at 12 ppm (levels in 2023 were at 11 ppm). He further explained that the metalimnetic  
oxygen minima in the lake did return in 2024.  

GLSD Harvester in Operation, Summer, 2024.

For the first time in 3 years, 
Green Lake iced over com-
pletely on January 24th. The ice 
lasted until March 16th, which 
put the ice season at 51 days. 
Based on records kept of the full 
lake freeze (since 2002), Green 
Lake’s average number of days 
frozen annually is around 57.
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We’re excited to announce an Open House at the new 
Spaulding Hill Wetlands Conservancy Property on Saturday, 
August 2nd, 2025, from 10 am until 2 pm. The GLSD and  
GL Conservancy are celebrating the acquisition of the 
property, located along Silver Creek on Spaulding Hill Road, 
which was purchased by the GLSD in partnership with the 
GLC in 2024 through funding from the WDNR and Ducks 
Unlimited. Additionally, we are celebrating the 30th  
Anniversary of the Green Lake Conservancy and all the  
work the organization has done to acquire and protect  
special lands in our watershed.

GLSD staff has been very busy at the Spaulding Hill 
Wetlands property to prepare it to be opened to the public.  
Months have been spent removing dead ash trees, buck-
thorn, and honeysuckle as well as old structures from the 

property. Restoration efforts thus far include the planting of 
dozens of trees & shrubs as well as the seeding of 7 acres of 
prairie. When completed, the site will boast walking trails 
throughout the property including to a kayak launch/ 
wildlife viewing pier that overlooks Silver Creek just  
downstream of the Spaulding Hill Road bridge. 

As part of the Open House festivities, there will be 
vendors selling food and drink, music supplied by Thrasher 
Opera House, and door prizes provided for those who 
RSVP to the link from the QR code shown here. Speak-

ers will be providing histories of both the 
Spaulding property as well as the incep-
tion of the Conservancy itself. Mark your 
calendars and join us in celebrating!

NEW CONSERVANCY PROPERTY OPEN HOUSE

RSVP to the event using this link.



Late this summer, the GLSD will  
begin construction of DNR mandated  
phosphorus compliance upgrades at our 
Wastewater Treatment facility on County 
Rd TT and off County Rd T in the Town 
of Princeton. These upgrades to our  
current facility as well as the construction 
of a new lift station, storage pond, and ir-
rigation infrastructure will position  
the GLSD to meet current and future 
wastewater nutrient limitations set forth 
by the State of WI.

The estimated costs for the construc-
tion project are in the range of $5 million 
dollars.  The project qualified for a State 
of Wisconsin Clean Water Fund loan with 
an interest rate of 2.2%.  Additionally, the 
GLSD was excited to learn that the State 
has allocated up to $1 million dollars in 
Principal Forgiveness (PF) funding for 
this project.  This is welcome news as the 
state funding will help offset these DNR 

mandated costs.  Across WI, not all  
Clean Water Funding applicants received 
funding, and for many municipalities 
such as Minocqua’s Lakeland Sanitary 
District, they were only awarded  
$1 million in PF for WPDES compliance  
upgrades estimated to cost $26.4 million 
or the Village of Oakfield who was  
awarded $725,000 in PF toward an  
estimated $15 million dollar upgrade.

RECYCLING CENTERS
In addition to the curbside trash 
collection/recycling service for our 
residents, be aware that recycling can 
be dropped off to your local town-
ship as well. The list below outlines 
the services provided to residents of 
each township within the Green Lake 
Sanitary District boundaries.

TOWN OF BROOKLYN 
N6285 Berlin Rd, Green Lake

Accepts garbage, recycling, and  
yard waste.

HOURS (NOV – APR) 
Sat.: 7:30–11:30 am 
Mon.: 7:30–10:30 am

HOURS (MAY – OCT) 
Sat.: 7:30 am –1:30 pm 
Mon.: 7:30 –11:30 am

TOWN OF GREEN LAKE 
N2298 Cty Road A 
(920) 398-2405 
www.townofgreenlake.com

Accepts recycling and yard waste. 

HOURS  
Sat.: 8:00 am – 2:00 pm

TOWN OF PRINCETON
County Trunk D  
(920) 295-4057  
www.cityofprincetonwi.com

Accepts recycling only. 

HOURS 
1st and 3rd Saturday of each month from 
8:00 am – 12:00 pm

TOWN OF MARQUETTE
306 Lyons St., Markesan 
(920) 229-6360

Accepts recycling only.

Recycling receptacle available for town-
ship residents that can be  
accessed 24 hours per day. 

GLSD BEGINS CONSTRUCTION PHASE  
OF WPDES COMPLIANCE EFFORTS 

Did you know that bi-weekly recycling 
is available to interested residents of 
the District? If you would like to have 
recycling service, Waste Management 
will provide you with a 64-gallon, yellow-
topped cart. The cost for the service is only 
$8.25 per month per cart. If you are not 
currently a recycling customer with Waste 
Management and would like to sign up  

for this service,  
call our office  
(920) 295-4488, 
and GLSD staff will 
work with WM to 
get an account set 
up for you. WM 
invoices on a  
quarterly basis.

Please remember:
•  �WM collects 

household waste 

   �only—no yard waste, construction  
materials, or electronics. Yard waste can 
start fires in the WM trucks or in your 
can. We’ve had 2 melted WM cans in  
the District in the past month!

•  �Do not place extra bags or waste items 
on the ground next to the WM-issued 
trash cart. It will not be collected.

•  �Keep carts in easy to see locations—but 
keep cans at least 3’ feet away from other 
cans, mailboxes, trees, etc. If it’s too 
close, it won’t be picked up.

•  �Have carts out Sunday evenings or by  
6 am Monday mornings.

•  �Remember to place carts with top 
handles facing away from the road.

•  �Remember that on Mondays following 
busy weekends, trash collection may 
extend into Tuesday.

•  �Check our Facebook page for updates  
on trash collection around holidays.

WEEKLY TRASH & BI-WEEKLY RECYCLING 
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Need to clean out your garage? The Green Lake Sanitary Dis-
trict’s Annual Spring Cleanup event is scheduled for May 24th 
through May 31st. Dumpsters will be located within the  
Wastewater Treatment Plant Facility fences and identification 
proving GLSD property ownership will be required. The  
dumpsters will be available for garbage drop off from 8 am  
until noon on Saturday, May 24; 8am until 3pm Tuesday,  
May 27 thru Friday, May 30; and 8 am until noon on Saturday, 
May 31. The purpose of Spring Clean-Up is to give property 
owners in the District an opportunity to get rid of unwanted 
items that Waste Management will not pick up as part of r 
egular/normal weekly household trash collection. Most trash 
will be accepted as well as scrap metal and yard waste.

REUSABLE ITEMS  The GLSD also accepts gently used items 
that are not ready for the landfill. Our staff will facilitate the 
donation of these items to other people and/or organizations. 
We will not accept hazardous materials such as used oils,  
paints, batteries, tires, microwaves, recyclables and appliances 
containing fluids etc. Electronic waste (e-waste) will also not  
be accepted. If you are unsure whether an item will be  

accepted, please contact the GLSD at (920)295-4488 or  
paulettej@glakesd.com. 

We reserve the right to turn away property owners who abuse 
the privilege of this special service. If you are unsure about an 
item, contact the District Office at (920)295-4488 between  
8 am and 3 pm for clarification.

Green Lake County Clean Sweep will be held August 8, 2025, 
from 11 am to 5 pm at County Highway Facility (fairgrounds) 
570 South St, Green Lake. Pre-registration is required. You can 
register online 
at Green Lake 
County Land 
Conservation 
Website. Please 
contact Green Lake 
County for more 
information,  
920-294-4051.

SPRING CLEANUP 2025

On Tuesday March 18th, GLSD and DNR staff stocked 28,378 lake trout into Green Lake.  
Thank you to the GLSD’s Stuart Marks and Dallas Lewallen, our DNR partners, Steve  
Siders, the Cold Water Fish Council, and several local donors for making this work  
possible in 2024/2025.

DID YOU KNOW…..




